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Cedar City Chapter of Sons of the Utah Pioneers

““HELEN FOSTER SNOW
3 1907-1997

BORN AND RAISED IN ‘CEDAR Crry, HELEN FOSTER SNOW WAS A JOURNALIST, TRAVELER, THINKER,
AND ' ACTIVIST 'WHO WAS PRESENT DURING THE REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD LEADING UP TO THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PEOPLE’s REPUBLIC OF CHINA AND BECAME A HEROINE TO THE PEOPLE OF
THE WAR-TORN LAND. SHE WAS AND STILL IS REVERED AS ONE WHO PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN
RALLYING THE CHINESE PEOPLE TO OPPOSE THE OCCUPATION OF THE COUNTRY BY THE JAPANESE IN
THE 1930s AND AS ONE WHO HELPED ORGANIZE SUPPORT FOR THE CHINESE CAUSE IN THE CAPITALS

oF THE WESTERN WORLD.

HELEN SNOW WAS A PROLIFIC WRITER. USING THE PSEUDONYM, NYM WALES, NEARLY 25 OF HER 50.
BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS WERE WRITTEN ON CHINA, AND SOME ARE CONSIDERED A PRIMARY
HISTORICAL SOURCE OF THE PERIOD. THE MOST LASTING AND IMPORTANT ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE
DECADE SHE SPENT IN CHINA WAS THE MAJOR ROLE SHE PLAYED IN THE FOUNDING OF THE GUNG-HO
INDUSTRIAL COOPERATIVES THAT SPREAD THROUGHOUT CHINA, AND INDIA AS WELL, SERVING AS A
LABORATORY FOR DEMOCRACY, TEACHING PRINCIPLES OF SELF-GOVERNMENT, SELF-HELP AND MUTUAL
ENDEAVOR, AND RESULTING IN TWO NOBEL PEACE PRIZE NOMINATIONS. =

WHEN SHE DIED ON JANUARY 11, 1997, FOUR PUBLIC FUNCTIONS WERE HELD TO HONOR HER (TWO
™ CHINA AND TWO IN THE UNITED STATES) INGLUDING ONE IN THE GREAT HALL OF THE PEOPLE |
IN BEJING WITH MANY OF CHINA’S LEADERS IN ATTENDANCE. IN XraN, CHINA, A PERMANENT
EXHIBITION OF HER LIFE AND WORKS WAS INSTITUTED AND, SOME YEARS LATER, A SCHOOL WAS NAMED
IN HER HONOR AND A STATUE OF HER-ERECTED AT THE SCHOOL’S ENTRANCE.

STATUE BY YUSHAN LIU AND MENG FUDAN
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Plaque summarizing Helen Foster Snow’s contributions to the working people of China

Cedar City Sheep Cooperatives she grew up with in Cedar.
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Heroine of China Helen Foster Snow 1907-1997

Born and raised in Cedar City, Helen Foster Snow was a journalist, traveler, thinker, and activist who was
present during the revolutionary period leading up to the establishment of the People’s Republic of China
and became a heroine to the people of the war-torn land. She was and still is revered as one who played
an important role in rallying the Chinese people to oppose the occupation of the country by the Japanese
in the 1930’s and as one who helped organize support for the Chinese cause in the capitals of the Western
World.

Helen Snow was a prolific writer. Using the pseudonym, Nym Wales, nearly 25 of her 50 books and
manuscripts were written on China, and some are considered a primary historical source of the period.
The most lasting and important accomplishment of the decade she spent in China was the major role she
played in the founding of the Gung-Ho Industrial Cooperatives that spread throughout China, and India as
well, serving as a laboratory for democracy, teaching principles of self-government, self-help and mutual
endeavor, and resulting in two Nobel Peace Prize nominations.

When she died on January 11, 1997, four public functions were held to honor her (two in China and two
in the United States) including one in the Great Hall of the People, in Being with many of China’s leaders
in attendance. In Xi’an, a permanent exhibition of her life and works was instituted and, some years later,
a school was named in her honor and a statue of her erected at the school’s entrance.

STATUE BY YUSHAN LIU and Meng Fudan
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