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PIONEER STOCKMAN; Francis Webster, 1830-1906 

Born in England, Francis Webster traveled to Utah in 1956 and played an important role in the early 

development of Cedar City. A leader in the sheep industry, he was among the first to begin shipping 

sheep and wool to the Chicago Markets. An early merchant in Cedar City, he had a small store that sold 

candles, soap, saddles, and other supplies that he brought back from his Chicago trips. One of the 

stalwarts in the monumental effort to build the first building (Old Main) at what is now Southern Utah 

University, he was a member of the Building Committee and is credited with playing a crucial role in 

persuading townspeople to participate in the undertaking. He served as a member of the City Council, 

then as mayor of Cedar City from 1872 to 1876, was elected to the lower house of the Utah Territorial 

Legislature and was president of both the Cedar Cooperative Sheep Association and Cedar Cooperative 

Mercantile and Manufacturing Institution. 

THE MARTIN HANDCART COMPANY 

As a young man, Francis Webster traveled to Australia and twice to the gold fields of California. At age 

25, he arrived back in England with $1,200. Five months later he married Ann Elizabeth Parsons and 

began preparations to travel to the Salt Lake Valley. Although he had sufficient money to purchase a 

wagon, full travel equipment, and two yoke of cattle, instead the Websters elected to travel by handcart, 

using their money to bring themselves and nine other people to Zion. They arrived in Boston and traveled 

to Iowa City, Iowa, where they joined the ill-fated Martin Handcart Company. Once on the plains, the 

handcart group was caught in heavy fall snowstorms, and many died from exposure and starvation. The 

Websters survived on a quarter-pound of flour a day and for five days Francis subsisted on the meat of a 

dead buffalo he discovered in order that his wife could have his flour ration. His first daughter was born 

during the trek. Rescued by a relief train, they completed their journey to Salt Lake City and two days 

later departed for Cedar City. 

STATUE BY JERRY ANDERSON 

 
Andrea Nelson’s painting by Kenneth R. Turner of Handcart Pioneers Help (see Readers Theater) 
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