
Historical Threads

The Brooklyn Eagle Tour Comes to Cedar City
by Jay M. Jones

In June of 1921, the first large group of tourists to visit Zion National Park stayed in Cedar City.  At the time,
the Hotel El Escalante was being built, the nearest passenger railroad service was in Lund, 30 miles to the 
northwest, the nation’s incomplete highway system was in its infancy and Zion National Park was less than 
two years old.

The Brooklyn Daily Eagle newspaper organized the tour, and reported in their 24 June 1921 edition: “At the 
Park they were greeted by Walter Reusch, Park superintendent, and W. W. Wylie, in charge of the camp. 
Two days were spent among the majestic crags and canyons of the Park exploring places hitherto unvisited 
by tourists. In honor of the expedition a towering precipice near the entrance was named Eagle Crag.”

The Brooklyn Daily Eagle was not new to organizing and publicizing great tours to world’s fairs, 
expositions, and national parks.

The 1921 tour was headed to Hawaii for the dedication of the Hawaiian National Park, which was then the 
nation’s newest national park. A visit to Zion was also on their schedule, as were visits to Crater Lake, Mt. 
Rainer, and Glacier National Parks.

Preparations for the tour had been underway for months. In January 1921 the Iron County Record reported 
that Randall L. Jones had received a letter requesting items for the Brooklyn Daily Eagle. “We would like to 
have several more copies of the Iron County Record of Sept. 27th, 1918. (Giving cuts and description of 
Cedar Breaks) Also, could we obtain the cuts used in that issue to forward to Mr. Hendricks to be used in the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle? They will be returned promptly. Can you advise present address of Mr. William 
Flanigan mentioned in the Record issue of Sept 27th, 1918?”

The 27 September 1918 issue of the Iron County Record had published two full pages of photos and 
descriptions of Cedar Breaks and Cedar Canyon. The photos were taken by R. D. Adams with William 
Flanigan as the guide. Flanigan had discovered Flanigan’s Arch a few years before, and had a deep 
knowledge of Cedar Canyon, Cedar Breaks and Zion, including the Zion Narrows.

Quoting from Brooklyn Daily Eagle newspaper, Sunday 24 April 1921: “Zion National Park and Cedar 
Canyon are said by many observers to equal the Grand Canyon in majesty and to surpass it in coloring. This 
region is almost unknown to American travelers, and only a handful of Eastern tourists have ever seen some 
of the Utah districts to be visited by The Eagle tourists. The co-operation of Utah citizens and officials will 
make it possible to avoid the hardships usually incident to travel in undeveloped regions.”

Cedar City leaders had been lobbying for a railroad spur into town, allowing tourists to connect with the Salt 
Lake to Los Angeles railroad main line at Lund. Recognizing the need for a large hotel to accommodate the 
anticipated tourists, the El Escalante Hotel was under construction. With the Brooklyn Eagle tour expected to
furnish 135 guests, Cedar City officials asked local residents to be ready to offer their homes as lodging to 
the visitors.

As it turned out, the tour got off to a near disastrous start when the “Buckeye State”, an ocean-liner headed 
out of Baltimore to Los Angeles via the Panama Canal, experienced a disabling fire in the engine room and 
had to be towed back to port. The decision was made to continue the tour to the west via railroad, but the 
number of guests to arrive in Cedar City and Zion was only 26 – still a significant number for Southern Utah 
at the time.

The reviews of the visit to Southern Utah published in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle were enthusiastic. From the 
3 July 1921 edition: “Zion Park was a revelation to the veteran travelers in the party. Adjectives were piled 
on adjectives in a vain attempt to convey the depth of the impression made by the canyon’s rugged yet 
intimate beauty.”

One member of the tour group, Alvah Davison, mentioned other places he had visited, including the Grand 
Canyon, Yellowstone and Yosemite. “And then I came to Zion, and I found there was more to be seen. How 
can I describe the scenes of this wonderful region which even the recording angel would find it hard to 
describe?



“These are not mountains. They are the castles of the saints that have passed away. Surely this is the city 
where the walls are of jasper. At its base there is a shimmering stream typifying the fount of eternal salvation.
. . . The words of ‘The Holy City’ come to me as I behold this place set aside by God to make of us better 
men and better women. To me Zion Park is the gem of the known universe.”

The Brooklyn Eagle continued: “This spirit of reverential sanctity was reflected in every member of the 
party.”

The 8 July 1921 edition of the Iron County Record contained a thank you note from members of the 
Brooklyn Eagle tour: “In appreciation of the many courtesies extended to the Brooklyn Eagle tourists during 
their stay at Cedar City, and appreciating fully the hospitality of your Commercial Club, the tourists desire to 
express in concrete form the pleasures which they experienced in their short visit to your city. We are 
enclosing to you our check for $125.00, and request that you use this to purchase a suitable memorial to be 
placed in the Cedar City Hotel when completed.”

The railroad came to Cedar City in 1923. The Hotel El Escalante was completed in 1924 and served tourists 
for many years.

In 1930 a sculpted marker commemorating the Dominguez-Escalante expedition was placed outside Hotel El
Escalante on the corner of 200 North and Main Street, funded in part by the generous contribution of the 
Brooklyn Eagle tourists, the first large group of tourists to visit Cedar City.

After the tour had returned from the dedication of the Hawaiian National Park and had visited Crater Lake 
and Mt. Rainier National Parks, H. V. Kaltenborn, manager of the tour, told an audience in Spokane, 
Washington:

“You of the Western United States best exemplify the spirit of true Americanism. What you have shown us 
will send us back to the East with a fresh enthusiasm and vigor to confront problems that seem so gloomy, 
due to our closer contact with pessimistic Europe. (World War I had concluded less than 3 years before.)
“You have drawn a vigor from the great hills and vast open plains that surround you that speaks a message of
hope for the future of our nation.”

A photo by R. D. Adams, published in the 27 September 1918 edition of the Iron County Record, showing 
one of the arches at Cedar Breaks.
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al the convention held in St. George recently, I strong organiation is
placed behind the Trail, pledged for its improvement, and . ith its rut!

lira I advantages over any other highway to the coast, both in the mat
ter of distance and typography, there is no question hut that it nil!
henceforth draw the hulk of the auto travel to "The land of perpetual
sunshine." And by the completion of the roads now projected into ijUI

mountains and canyons a delightful side trip, only limited by he amount
of time the tourist has to upend and his financial resources, will be
opened, which is sure to prove immensely popular.

Scenery as a Commercial Asset.
Scenery is a tremendous commercial asset to any country. It has

been one of the big cards which has drawn tourist business to Califor-
nia; the Alps in Switzerland have been the greatest commercial posses
sion of that country, and people have circled the globe by the hundreds
of thousands to view the Alps. Yet from a scenic standpoint the Alps
are not be compared with the scenery of this section, neither in magni-
tude or fantastic beauty.
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The present generation in southern Utah has grown up amid the
rugged rocks and beautiful glades of this region, and have looked upon
them as simple, commonplace and uite in keeping with the country,
They has not stopped to admire the beauties lavished by nature upon
this wonderful land or to think what they mean to people who have
never looked upon mountains such as these, except in pictures. Students
of geolog) go into raptures over the splendid oppor unities here afforded
of studying the processes by which the earth's cfUSl has been formed,
and of noting the freaks of nature in the curious modellings to be
found here. And these coupled with the delightful bracing atmosphere
among the pines in the mountain tops, affords a combination thai it

simply compelling to those who have the culture and appreciation to
admire the beautiful in nature's great out doors,

Noted Land Marks.
Not far from the top of the Cedar Breaks & tin.- noted Bryan Head
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mountain, the highest peak in all that section of country, from the top of
winch a sweeping view can be had ol all the surounding country. The
clearness of the atmosphere enables the tourist to see hundred nvlcs
or more in ever) direction. Bryan Head is the most Imposing peak this
hide of Mt. Baldy, and in early days in Utah before the coiistruc'iou
01 the telephone and telegraph lines formed a link in the system of sig-
,al points i, the means uf which important communications were flashed

down through the state, and disseminated among the people of the set-
-lements. Warnings m case of Indian disturbance! and other important
lews was communicated bj a system of signals known to the watchers

on these promontories, A picture of Bryan Head is not included in the
ollcciion of iews shown herewith.

The Breathing Spring, which comes and goes in intervals of fifteen
minutes, is one of the curiosities of that locality, and one of never failing
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interest to visitors, as also is the large Blue Spring which gushes from
he ground in a small rier, cool, clear and beautiful, and Hows only

;. mile or two to disappear again as mysteriously and uncerimoniously
as it gushed forth.

The elevation ranges from eight to ten thousand feet above sea
level, and naturally the rarilied air makes walking or violent exercise of
OH) kind difficult. But the delightful nights which call for generous
covering and the invigorating days more than compensate for any slight
inconvenience of this kind.

Government Controls District.
The country described by the illustrations is for the most pari in-

cluded in the Sevier National Forest Reserve, and is subject only to
the rules and regulations issued by the Department for the protection
of the timber, range, etc. itfiin the borders of the Reserve there are
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i number ol thriving industries, most important of which is the grazing
it cattle aid sheep, winch is done m accordance with Government re

-liiclions a' regulations. Dairying, too, is carried on m a number of
localities, hut is not nearly sn much of a feature as it once was. Lum-
bering, in a Comparatively primitive way, is also carried on, one of the
"gging equipments being shown m our illustration.

Prom the portraits shown on these pages an idea may be formed of
the many freaks ot nature to be found in the numerous canyons which
go to make up the region known as the Breaks of the Cedar Canyon, or
Cedar Breaks. B) what caprice of Dune Nature, during the ages of
violence and shock accompanying the eruptive period in this district a
huge boulder, weighing mam tons, supported by only a slender neck of
lock, and christened the American Sphinx, could have been left bal-
anced and standing in this position through the ages, is a riddle for
U
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ONE OF THE NUMEROUS EXTINCT VOLCANOES

geologists to soKe and explain, To the casual observer it appears read)
to fall at any moment and sight seers passing near it would do 10 with
Sated breath.

A Veritable I'aint-I'ot.
The gorgeous and great variety of coloring is one of the fascinating

features of the country known as the Breaks. There is almost even
color of the rainbow visiUe. and as the slanting rays of the sun strike
he brilliant formation from various angles, the entire appearance and
olor sthenic changes with it. It is impossible to give even a faint i lea
if the gorgeous appearance of the landscape in commonplace black and
white, for the color effect- are really the most delightful aspect of the
scene. No artist can do justice to the picture, and it must be seen to be
appreciated,
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It was the washings from these high!) colored and decomposing bbbV
noUPtain ides in the Cedar Breaks that the deposits of day with which Imai v A tin- earl) buildings were erected. It would settle In great layers

in the flooded areas and the pioneers used to cut huge adohes from it
tor the erection of their fort walls and many of the early buildings, H
Scraps of some of these walls are still standing. As the rains shifted lto different localites the deposit brought by the floods would varj in
olor from chrome yellow to Vermillion ami at times look almost black. bJ'I he v lew of the Breaks as it bursts upon one's vision for the H

first time never fails to elicit ejaculations of wonder and delight, It is H
pronounced hv many enthusiasts to be the most remarkable and heauti- H
ful panorama nature has spread on earth's carpet anywhere. It is worth H
traveling thousands of miles to sec, and we predict that before long it H
will be included in the itinerary of a southern I tali scenic tour, and will H
be served by Mr. Wylie with his famous camping conveniences.

Should Co-operate for Big Scenic Route. H
In Conclusion we wish to say that it is not the intent of this brief

A K'-rS I;'':"PH I1
I a .H BBBBBBB-By MUU9

HKRMIT'S LODGE CEDAR BREAKS

description of the scenery about the Cedar Canyon and Cedar Breaks H
to detract in any way from the scenic attractions of oilier sections in H
this favored part of the state. There are a number of splendid atttac H
lions, and each one has its own peculiar points of interest and SUpCl
iority. It would be as senseless to argue which was the best, a for H

a couple of devotees of the science of animal husbandry to spend time
arguing which was more beautiful, a splendid type of a hois.' or of a H
cow. Both are to he admired, and if all men saw alike, how won 1 ll

decide who was to have the woman of their choici
Southern Utah has a wealth of beautiful scenery, and wh t

people of this pan of the state should do is to connect a. much IS'ble ot n up b) good automobile roads and make it s n
the traveling public throu hout the nation as quicklj as po R

"Unite I we stand divided we fall." Co-operatioi aLsn
quired to place the scenery of southern Utah properly b i rid. IH
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Photo by R. D. Adams, from the 27 September 1918 edition of the Iron County Record.

Description includes: “By what caprice of Dame Nature, during the ages of violence and shock 
accompanying the eruptive period in this district a huge boulder, weighing many tons, supported by only a
slender neck of rock, and christened the American Sphinx, could have been left balanced and standing in 
this position through the ages, is a riddle for geologists to solve and explain. To the casual observer it 
appears ready to fall at any moment and sight seers passing near it would do so with bated breath.”
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Marker of the Dominguez-Escalante Expedition, originally located near the Hotel El Escalante at 200 
North Main Street in Cedar City, partially funded by donations of members of the Brooklyn Eagle Tour of
1921.


