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Exterior of Fort HallHaIlHalfI 1849

ByIty ELMO SCOTT WATSON

kUGUSTJUST B5II 1834 In a lush upland
meadow In what UIs now the
state ofot Idaho stands a little

forttort Its wallswall ofot
peeledfreshly cottonwood logslogo
gleaming white In the early

I1 mornmorningIn sunshine Inside the
fort na motley crowd ofmen Ma

gathered around ftIl tall flagstaff
Hunters and trapperstrappen whosowhose
greasy awokesmokebegrimed buck-
skins

buck-
skins

buckbuck-
skinsskin tellell ofat a hundred camp-
fires

campcamp-
firestires Into the great WestNest rub

elbows with men whoseho e garb bespeakak the LastEast
In the murmur ofot talk the nasal twantwang of the
Downown East YankeeYanke risesrisea sharply abovee thoho
gruffer tones ofot the frontiersmen

Apart from the others stand two 10youngHIg fellows
dedestined fortor future fame aias men of science One
inIs ThomasrhomBI Nuttall or Nuttall aa botbotanist freshtresh
from Harvard college and the other Is JJJ. K
Townsend of Philadelphia physician and orni-
thologist

orni
AsAll they talk to a third man lyrr than themselves their deferential mannermannerr

toward him stamps him as the leader ofot this
company And hebe Is fortor this IsI. CaptCopt

Nathaniel J.J Wyeth founder ofot thetho Columbia
River FlattingFishing and Trading company a youngyouna

business man buttout already a veteran of
westward tratravelvel

Now Wyeth steps forward to10 the foottoot ofot the
flagstaff In hishili handhond he holds a folded tinflag lieHe
attaches Itft to10 the halyard cudand asas Itft rises to the
peakhonk thetho roaring of muskets and thetho poppingg ofat
pistols mingle with the whining crackcrock of longlung
rifles As the bannerhanner ripples out In the sun-
shine

sunsun-
shine In the red whitewhile and blue gloryllor ofot the
Stars and Stripes aR mighty nilshoutout goesoes up from
the assembled company

Thus was another wilderness outpost estab-
lished

estab-
lished and although this shouting thronthrong maymay
notlIot realize Itft now the curtain hashl been rung
upupononen another act In the epic drama which IsIs-

to
Is-

to
is-

toto be called The Winning ofot the WestVest
Two months laterlaler Wyeth Is to write to an

uncle back IEastast saying I hahavehaee built a fort on
the Snake Riverliver which I have named FortForI hullHall
from the oldest gentleman InIn the concern Mr
Henry Itallhall We IDalmanufactured a mn
from someBorne unbleached sheeting iiaa little redrell flan-
nel

flan
nelnet and a fewtew blueMuo patches saluted It with dam-
aged

dam
aged powderr and wetet It In villainous alcohol
and after allhll I assure you It a veryery
respectable Iappearance amid the dry and deso-
late

deso-
late

deso-
late

desodeso-
late regions ofot central America Its bastions
stand a terror to the skulking Indian and a
beaconbeMon ofot safety to the fugitive hunter It IslIS

manned by 12 men and has constantly loaded
In the bastions guns and rIriflescluests These bas-
tions

baabaa-
lions command bothbolh the Inside and outside of
the fort After building thistills fort I sent messen-
gers

messen
germgersers to the neighboring nations to Induce them
to come to trade

0

August 65lI 10341134 TheTho modern city ofot Pocatello
Idahodallo IsIII In gala array Crowds surgeeure through

ItsUs streets Flags are flying HandsBandl are blaring
TbTherere arearc parades floats pageants speeches
ForFeor today Is the beginning ofot thethefourfourfourdayday cele-
bration

cele-
bration

celecele-
bration ofot thetho event which tooktoole place Just a
hundred yearsears agotheagothe founding of the post
that was decreed by fatefall to be a centrifugal
point ofot trade commercecommere and recuperation Such
isSs the characterization of this post by Jennie

BrownDrown whose splendid Fort HalllIall on
the OregonTrailOregonTrailTrall waswaa published two yearslars ago
by the Caxton Printers Ltd ofot Caldwell Idaho
Inn the years that followed Fort Hallhail was a bea-
con

beebea
conconofCODotof safety not only to the fugitive hunter
but to manyrunny a8 weary emigrant over thothe Oregon
TrailTrait which ran beneath Itslis walls ItU was a-

port
aa-

port
a-

portport of call fortor nearly everye wayfarerwayfarertrapper
trader missionary explorer guide and army of
fleerwhosewhose name looms large In the early His-
tory

his-
tory

his-
tory

hishis-
tory ofot the West It was to havehate a stirring partpart-
InIn the laterlaler astagecoachch and freighting days and
it was a center ofot activity In more than one
Indian war when the red man was making his
last desperate standland against the white man

The founder ofot Fort Hallnail was Nathaniel J.JWyeth Horn In Cambridge MassIa s January 20
1802 ofot distinguished ancestry leishis mother waswas-
aa relative ofot John Hancock Wyeth was Intended
for Harvard college of which bothhoth his fathertather
and oldestoilIest brotherr were graduates nutHut he was9impatient to begin a business careerarN r and de-
clined

dede-
dined to go to collegee.e

HylIy the time be was thirty yearseurs old he hadbad
mademadl a modest success In hisbis homohome community
managing a farmtarm and engaging In the IceIre tradetralle
which brought In an annual Income ofot some
1200 Then Influenced bby theth writings ofot Hallnail
J.J KelleyI founder of the Oregon Colonization
Society Wyeth determined to organize a trad-
Ing

trad-
ing

trad-trad
Ing company to exploit the rich natural resourcesSS-

otofot the Columbia riverrl regionrelon In the Pacific
TNorthwest Ills plan was to lead anIn overlandoexpedition to the Oregon country and establish
trading posts which were to be supplied by lships
that were to sailsnit around Cape IHornlora to the headhlad
ofot navigationna on the Columbia and from therethere-
toto bring tackback tilethe furs and salmon collected at-
the

al-
the

atalat-
thethe posts

On March 11 1832 the expeditionn set out
hutJut although they were lucky atnt Independence
Mo to falltall In with Milton Sublette of the nRocky
Mountain FurJur company who was leading a party
oft trappers and traders Into the mountains
misfortune doggeddOlled the footsteps of the eastern
tenderfeet First some ofot Wyeth's men grew
talhearted and turned back Then they were
attacked by the fierce Indians and lost

i menmeD killed and eight badly wounded
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The Invitation to the President

Jason Leei-ee
IEventually Wyeth andnd the remnants ofot his partyparly
reached the Columbia In aa destitute condition
Hut they were kindly receivedhed JohnDrJohnre by Dr Jolin Mc-
Laughlin

Mc-Mc
lAughlin ofor the Columbia river dis-
trict

dis-
trict

dis-
trict

disdis-
Joror the Hudson'sHudsons hay company atlitat Fort

Vancouvertr and there began a lasting friendship
betweenen Mcloughlin and Wyeth evenen though
the Yankee adventurer was a potential business
rival ofot the IIU. 15II CC.C factor

At Vancouver came the crowning blow to
Wyeth's misfortunes lIeHe learned that the ship
which waswas bringing hishis- supplies around Cape
Horn hadbad been shipwrecked and all ofot his goods
lost Nothing remained fortor him to do but to
release hihis men from their contract and return
homeborne to recoup hisJiU lost fortunes Some ofot hisIsis
menmen remained IIn the Oregon country and thesethose
remnants of Wyeth's first expedition becameppartrt ofat the nucleus around which later Oregon
immigrants clustered So from the historical

4 point ofot view the expedition was not an utter
llossJossss-ss

Accompanied by two mtrmen WWyethth ssesetput for
thetheEastLastol-o t In the spring of 1833 andArid by NNovembervember
3S of that year he wastens home again afteraCter an
absence ofot 10 months having made the first
continuous land JJourney on record from Boston
to the mouth ofor the It isIs' a tribute
to boh the Integrity ofot the man and the force
ofot hispersonalityhispersonality that despite his failure lie waswa
able to Interest his friends In an sCsecondond
tion Within 12 days after hishili return to Massa-
chusetts

Massa
chusett's liehe had organized the Columbia River
Fishing and Trading ComCompanypan had secured
moneymoney from New York andaad Hoston business menmen
and chartered another ship for the journey
around Cape Horn

On his return trip east he had again come IntoInlo
contact with representativeses ofat the Hocky Moun-
tain

Moun-
tain

MounMoun-
tain Furur company this time In the persons ofot
Milton Sublette and Thomas Fitzpatrick and
had obtained from them the contract for supplysupply-
IninkIng the merchandise to be used In their trading
operations So he purchased about pounds
of goods ttnt fill11 this contract part ot It Into east-
ern

eastastast-
ernern marketsmarkels and shipping Itt down the Ohio
securedd the remainder lato St.St Louis Again he
prepared to start from independence There he
was Joined byty the two young scientists Nuttall
and Townsend who were also Oregon

HutBut a more Important contingent of his partyparly
was a group ofot fivefie men whose presence IsU
accounted fortor by Mrs Brown asal follows When
Wyeth had returned to BostonBOlton the preceding
year hebe was88 accompanied by two Indian lads
one about eighteen yearsyears of age a1 kind of serv-
antant of all work and a halfbreed boy ofat thirteen
the son ofot a Hudson'sHudsons babay trader and a Flathead
beauty Their presence In the East and also the
visitsit ofot a party of Indians to St.Stt.t LoutsLouis In search
of au HookBook the Guidefutile to Heavenen had aroused
great zeal In circlesmissionary Partly as88 a
result ofat thesethE visitssits a small party ofat Methodist
missionaries was In Wyeth's company for safesate
conduct on their way to the Oregon Indians
Their leader was Jason Lee described by Town-
send

TownTown-
sendend as81 a tatalltaH powerfulfIO man capableotof han-
dling

han-
dling

hanhan-
men Infn a wild country With him was his

nephew Daniel Lee and threethrle lay brethren
Ip L.L IEdwardsdwards CyrusCrus Shephard and C.C UM.M Walk-
er

Walk
ertr all ofat whom proved to beto good travelerstra and
excellent companionscomp on na long tedious trip

TheTh Journey across the plains was comcompara-
tively

comparepara
Lively uneventful IllsHis destination was a placeplate
on the Snake river In the country claimed tobyby-

the
by-

thethe Shoshoni or Snake Indians En routeroutt there
hishs party was Joined by Thomas McKay a HudHud-
son's

Hud-
sonssonsson's flayBuy manman who was hunting In that region
witwh a band of Canadians and Indians and who
traveled along with him untilunlit hebe reached the bite
which he picked out for his forttort

It was a natural meadowmadow ofat rich bottom land
enclosed by a sharp bend of the Snake river CD

two sides and by aa slough forming a protection
on the third Arriving there on July 14
losthost no timetiree In getting to work on thethe fort
Accordingto Townsend part ofot the menmen began
felling treestrel collecting drift logs and making
corralscorrall for ththeirlr horses while the rest wereere sensentt
out to hhuntnt fortor meatmat Osborne Russell a11 young-
ster

youngyoung-
eterster from Maine1 whoaccompaniedaccompanied the party oo-

a
as-

a
nsas

a trapper recordsrecord In his journal that rOnOnrOn titstha
we commenced tIetho actual constructionconstruction ofot

the fort which waswas naa stockade elgeightyly feetteett
square builtbuilt ofot cotton wood trtreestst's set on end
sunk twoIIvo and onehalf feettret In the ground andan d
standinglIng about fifteen feett abovee with two
dons eight feetpet squarere at the opposite anglesangle

When the huntersbunters returned on Saturday JulJulyyuy
200a they found thethe stockade virtually completedcomplete d
8andd the menmen working on the houses Inside ThThe
next day Wyeth Invited Jason Lee the le der otf
the missionaries to preach to10 the men and ata t
twtwotwo oo'clock that aafternoont noon ththe whole party asas-

the shade of Ba cottonwood grove tto
to the first sermoneevereterer delivered withinn

the boundaries ofot the statestale ofot Idaho
On July SO80 McKay de leave for

I

FortFor
Vancouveret and LeeLee hhisMsS followersfollower Into orderOrdel ttoo
reach their new fifields ofot missionary labors ththee
sooner Joined them iAfter the completion oftheofthe ffortti-t on August 4
and the raisingflag ceremony the next day
Wyeth and his men commenced packingparking on Au-
gust

Au-
gust

Au-
gust AuAu-gust Ca to push on toto thetine ColColumbia leaving Fort
HallUal In charge of a Mr N kept with himhl m

11 men 14 horses and mules and three cows
Thus began the history of this famous fortfort-

AsAs for the later fortunes of the leader eaandd
others who had playedplad a part Into Its building
Wyeth continued on to Walla Walla where thereCherewaswa a happy reunion with his friend Jason LeeLreHeho reached Vancouverer on September 14 and wasw asagain courteously received by Doctor
lIn On the lower end of Island laterlatercalled Sauve Island he built another post whichhhe called Fortort William Rutnut during the next twtwoor three yearsears although hebe worked tirelessly
the competition ofot the Hudson'sHudsons nayflay companycompan tunder the management of hishs friend Doctor Mc-loughlin McMe-loughlin was too strong for himhelm to overcomeeSo his enterprise fortor which he had had suchhigh in failure In 18371831 Fort HallHal1

wasns t therhe Hudson'sHudsons RayBay company and FortFortWillis was left In charge of CC.C MM.MI.I Walker witwithhInstructions to lease It to some trusty personperso
fortor 115 yearsears Then Wyeth returned to his homehom etown off Cambridge to attempt to retrieve hhisslost fortunes by going Into the Ice business againIn 18441544 Jason LeeLle alsoalRo ventwent backbak to hisills homehomStown Stanstead In eastern CanadaCanada and there hheedied the next yearear But his famefam as the pioneerrmissionary ofat Oregon and thetile founder ofot a echoschoolofwhich later became Willamette university waswa Salready secure In iTIS-iT Doctorhector McLoughlinof diedstrickenpoverty and heartedbroken itaa ManMaiIanWithout a CiCountry For the Hudson'sHudsons rayrny cocomlom-L.Lpanypang had removedld him from MI position bbe-ca bebe-e-ecacauseuse hebe had not exerted himself to discourageAmerican settlementtheinInthethe Oregon

e
country eaanddhIsbis efforts to become an American citizen wereweethwarted by Americans who

e
remembered onlyythat he had onceoace been an employee of a Britishhcompanycom and who forgot how he had befriended

hd

dtheir
need fellowcountrymen when ththey were In dirdiree

In contrast to this sad ending to the man w-bwwhowasas once the Emperor of the West It Is pleas-ant pleaspleas-ant to recordr 1 that when death hhadl comefome ttoNathaniel JJ.J Wyetheth ththe year It hahaddfound him onceone more a prosperous un ofot affairsaffairseven though a Icentury was to10 passIlass beforename wouldcould be hihl1111swidely honoredhonorlIn conncon-
ne connection wit hthe celeb otof thee ffortrt which hebehe-

on foundfoundedlortl HalllIall on HtheIbe OrtOregonln TrailTrait II
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