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By ELMO S8COTT WATGON

CGUBT 5, 183, Im s lush, upland
wmeadow, in what is now the
state of Idaho, stonds & liille
atocknded fort, its walls of

gleaming white in Lhe sarly
morning' sunstilne, Inaide the
tort & motley crowd of men’ia
gathered .around o tnll fingstafl,
ltuniers and trappers, whosa.
greany, sookebegrimed  bucks
aking tell of &' hundred camp-
fires In the great West, rub
eliows with mea whose gerb bespeak the East,
In the murmur of talk the nasal twang of the
Down Easl Yankce rises aharply above the
graffer tooes of the frestlersmen,

Apart from the others stand fwo young fellows
deatined for future fame as men of science, One
{n Thoman Nuttall {or Nutkall), a botanist fresh
frora Ilarvard college, mnd the other 15 J, K,
Townsend of Uhlladelphia, phyalcian and ornl-
thotogist, Ax they talk to a third man, searcply ,
older thnn themeelves, thelr deferentfal mannér
townrd him stampa him as the leader of this

warfed company, And he [s, for this 1a “Capt,”

Nathsnlel J. Wyeth, founder of the “Columbla
River Flahing and Trnding compony,™ & young
Hostoo business man, but alrendy o veternn of
wostward Lravel.

Now Wryelh stops forwant to the foat of the
flugstaft, In his Lhand he helds a folded flag. e
sttachen It to the halynrd and na it risen to the
peak the roaring of muskels and the popping of
platols mingle with the whinlng crock of long
rifies. ‘Am the banner ripples out fn the mune
shine In the red, white and blue glory of tho
Rtars and Siripea a mighty sliout poes up from
the pssembled company, '

Thus was another wildernesa outpost estab-
lished and, although this shouting throng may
not realize {t now, the curfain has been rung
up .¢n Another act in the eople drama which 18
to b¢ cnlied “The Winnlng of the West™

Two monlha later Wyeth fa to wrile to Bn
encle back East, suylnge *1 have huflt a fort on
the 8nake River, which I have named Fort $fall
from, the ollest gentleman In the concers, Mr,
Henry Hall, We mwanutactured a magnificent flng
from some unbleached sheeting, a litle red flans
pel and a few bLlua patches, saluted 1t with dam-
aged powder and wet §t In villainous aleohol;
and after ‘all, 1 nesure you, 'tt thakes z very
respectable appearnnco amid the dry and deso-
Iate reglons of central Americn, Its bastlons
stand m tervor to the skulking Indlan and a
beacon of safety to the tugltlve hunter, Tt is
maneed by 12 men and has constantly londed
in the bastlons 1IN0 guns and rlfles. These bas-
tlons command both tha instde and outntde af
the fort. After building this fort I sent messen-
gera to the neighboring notions to induce them
to come to trode’ '
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August 5, 1034, The modern city of Iocatello,’,”

Idaho, 18 In gala array, Crowds purgae through
its streets, Fiaga are fiylng, lands are blaring,
Thera aro parades, floats, pagoants, speeches,

"For today is the begloning of the. four-day cele-

bratlen of the event which took place just a
hundred years age—the founding of the post
that wns *“decreed by fate to be & centrlfugal
polnt of trade, commerce and recuperation,” Soeh *
fs the characterization of thla post by Jennla
Droughton Brown, whese splendld “Fort Hall on
the Oregor - Trall® wes published two years ago -
by the Caxton Printers, Ltd., of Caidwell, {dako.
In the years that folldwed Fort 1iall waa a bea.
con.of safety not only to “the fugitive hunter™
tut to meny & weary emigrant over the Oregon
Trail which ran beneath fix walla; It wes a
port of call for nearly every waylarer—trapper,
trader, misslonary, explerer, gulde snd army of-
fleer—whose name Jooms large Jn the eariy his-
tory of the West; it was to have a stirring part
in the later stageconch and freizhting days: and
it was a center of activity In more t{han one
Indian war when the red man woes makiag his
iast desperate stand against the white man,
» L ] L [ ] - L [ ] »

The founder of Fort ifall was Nnthaniel J,
Wyeth, Horn In Cambridge, Mass, January 20,
3502, of disticgulshed ancestry {h!s mother was
a reiatlve of John Hancock), Wyeth was Inteaded
for ¥arvard coliege of which Loth his father
and oldest brother were graduates, Put he was
jmpatient to begin & businers career and dee
clined o go to coilege,

By the tlme he was thirty yesrs old he had
made 8 toodest success {n hle howe community,
managing & farm and engaging in the fee trade
which brought !o an annusl ifcome of pnme
$1,200. Then, tnfluenced by the writings of 1iall
J. Helley, founder of the “Oregon Colonizntion
Soclety,” Wreth determmined to organtze a trad.
ing company to explolt the rich natural resources
of the Columbla river reglon In the Pacifie
Northwest, 1ia plan was to Jead an everland
expedition to the Oregon country and establish
trading posts which were to be suppited by shipa
that were to £2l) around Cnpe Hora to the kead
o! pavigation en the Columbia and from there
to briag back the furs and salmon collected ant
the posta,

Qo March 11, 15832, the expeditlon set out,
Eut, although they were lucky at Independence,
Mo, to 2l in with Miiton Sublette of the Récky
Mountaln Fur company, who was lesding a party
ol trappers and traders luto the mouantains,
niisforiune dogeed the foolsteps of the eastern
“tenderfeet,” 1lrst some of Wyetl's ioen grew
falot-hearted and tursed back, Then they were
attacked by the flerce Binckleet Indlans and lost
three wez Litled and eight badly wounded

treshiy-peeied coltonwood logs ' |
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The Invitation to the President

Eventunlly Wyeth nnd the remnants of his party
reached the Columbla 1o B destltute condltlon.
Ligt they were kindly recelved by lir, John Me-
Loughlin, chile! fector of the Columbla river dle-
trict for the lindson’s Iny company at, Fort
Vancouver, and, there began r lasting friendship
between MeLoughltn and Wyeth, even though
the Yankee adventurer wne a potentinl buslnesa
rival of the i1, I, C. factor,

At Vancouver came tle crowning blow to
Wyeth's misfortunes, 1le learned that the ship
which, was brifgieg his  supplles arcund Cape
Horn had been shipwrecked nnd all of bls goods
lost, Wothing remained for him to do but to
relensa hin men from thele confract and return,
home to recoup s lost fortunesx Bome of Lis
men remained knythe Oregon country and these
Mremnants of Wyeth's first expedition becaine

" 'part of the nucieus around which later Oregon

timmlgrants c¢luatered.” So from the bistorlenl
‘polnt of vlew the expedition was not nn utter
loss, . . » L
. Aecompianled by two men' \Wyetl' seéut‘;ut ifor
the Enst In the spring of 18373 Add by November
3 of that year he wna home agaln alter an
0l , the Acst
continuous land journey on record from' Doston
to the mouth of the Celumbid'™ It 1g & tribute

- »10 both the Integrity of the man and the Lorce

of hig personallty that despite his fatiure he way
able {o !nterest his friends In & second expedl-

'_ tlen, \Within 12 days atter his return to Massa.

chusetts he had organized the “Columbia River
Fishlng snd Trading Company™ had eectured
mocey from New York and Rosten businesa men

" aod chortered another ship for the fournep

sround Cupe ilorn,

On hia return trip esst he had agatn come Into
contact wlth representatives of the Rocky Moun-
taln Fuor company, this {ime In the persons of
Miiton Sublette anit Thomas PFitzpatrick, and
had obtained from them the contract for supply-
Ing the merchandise to be used in thelr trading
operationg. So he purchased sbout 12.000 poucds
of goods tn A1 thls cobtract, part of'it In east-
ern markets amd, shipplng it down the Ohig,
eecurgd the remalnder fn St, Loals, Agaln le
prepared to start from Independence. There he
waa Joined by the two young sclentista, Nuttsi
and Townfend, who were alao Oregon-bound,

Rut & wore {mportant contingent of his party
wes a group of five men, whose presence iy
accounted for by Mre, ifrown as foilowa: “\When
Yyeth hed returped te [loston the preceding
year, he was accompnnled by two Indlan Inds,
ene nbout elghteen years of gge, o kind of perv.
ant of ail work, and a haif-breed boy of thirteen,
the son of & {Ludson'a bay tender and & Piathesd
beasty, Thelr presence In the Fast, and nlso the
¥isit of a party of Indians to St Louls In rearch
of ‘s Uook, the Guide to Heaven! had sronsed
grest real In misstonary cirelea. Parlly as &
resuit of these visits, o smail party of Methodist
misglonnries was tn Wyeth's company for safe
conduet on thelr way to the Oregon Indians,
Thelr leader was Jason Lee, descrided by Tawn.
send B3 a ‘tal, powerful man, capable of han-
dilng men in a wild country,’ With him was his
nephew, Dantel Lee, and three lay brethren,
P L. Edwards, Cyrus Rhephard snd G M, Walk.
er, all of whom proved te be good travelers and
exc¢etlent companions on a long tedicus {rip®

The Journey scross the plaine was compara-
tively uneveniful., [ils destlnation wea a plaee
on the Snake river in the country claimed by
the Sheslion! or Snake [odlans, En route thers
his party was Jolard by Thomns MeKay, 1 1ud.
Bob’s Buy man, who was hunting in that reglon
wh a band of Canadisns and Jodinns and whe
traveted glong with him enili ke resehed the ulte
which he picked eut for his fort,

it was & nalura) megdow of rich bottom land,
enclosed by a sharp bend of the Spake river po

Jason l.ee
two sldes and by a slough furming & protection

b

on the third. Arriving there on July I4, Wyeth

lost no thme lo getting to work on ithe lert,
According 'fo Townsend, part of the men began
felllpg treem, collecting drift Togs erd mnking
corrala for thelr horres while the rest were sent
out to hunt for meat. Oshorne Rugreell, & young.
ster from Maine who eccompanied the party na
a trapper, records 1n his Journol that £'0n the
18tk we commencad the actual construction of
the fort, which 'was a stecknde elgilty .feet
square, bullt, of cotton wood trees set on end,
sunk two and one-half feet In the grodnd and
standing about Afteen feet above with two bos-
tlohs eight foet Equire at the oppesite .nngles.”

When the hunters returned on Raturday, July
20, they found the stockade virtunlly comnpleted
and the men working on the houses {ns{de, The
next day Wreth invited Jason Lee, the lehder of
the misslonarles, to preach to the men and at
JAwo oelock ghat afternnon the whele patty as.
“fefptled ‘In ‘the shade of 'a cottonwood grove to
ylisten: to,the firat sermon'wever delivered .within
the boundarles of the state of Idaho, '

Orn July 80 McKny declded,to leave for Fort
Vancpuvet and Lee-andl his followerk, In order to
reach thelr new fitlds of misslonary labeps the
Booner, folned them, . A

,After the completion of“the fort on Augost 4
and the fagroelsicg ceremony the next day,
Wyeth and hia men commenced packing on Au-

gust 0 to push on to the Columbla, loaving Fort.
ITall in charge of & Mr . Erans wito kept with him |

*11 men, 14 horses and- mules and three cows®
‘Thus began the histery of thls famous fort

As for the later fortuncs of the leader and
cthers who had played a parl u its bulldlap:
Wyeth continued on to Waln Wnlla where there
wiA 8 haPpy reudlen with Lis friend, Jason Lee,
lle reached Vencouver on September 14 tnd wag
agnin courteously recelved hy Docter McLongh.
fin. On the lower end of VWapntoo tsland, later
cailed Sauve laland, he bulit anotber post which
ke called Fort Wililam, ut during the next two
or three years, atthough he worked tirelessty,
the competition of the Iiudson'a Bay company
under the management of hls friend, Doctor Me.
Leughlin, was too strong for him to avercome,

BSo his enterprise for which he bad had such
high * nee smded in fallure, In 1837 Fort lan
WS ¢ the Hudzon's Nay company and Pert
Willlaw was teft in charge of €, M, Watker with
instructlons to “leaze It to some trusty person
for 15 years.™ Then Wyeth returned to his home
town of Cumbridge to attempt to reirteve his
lost fortunes by gelng Into Lhe tea husiness again

In-1841 Jason Lee alro went hack to hilg homt;
tewn, Stanstead, in rastern'Cunads, and there he
diext the next year., 1iut his fame, ns the Honoeer
misslonary of Gregon and the founder of a schoot
whicth later became Whinmette untyersity -was
already secure. Yo 1857 Dnctor MecLoughlin died
poverty-gtricken and hroken-lnen'rted. R’ "}tm;
Without a Country™ For the iindson'y Eny tom-
rany had removed dm trom his .position be-
cause be had not cxerted himself to dlscourpce
American settlement in.the Oregon country h;q
bis effarts to become 2n Amerlean citizen wepe
thwarted by Americans whe Teineinlered ong
taal he had once been an employee of & nrm;ﬁ
:\:u;m:{lmd whe forgot how he hag befricnded

it fellow-countrymen whe ;oW
Ny 3 A they were In dire

ia contrast to thls sad ending to the ;
was once the “Emperor of {ha Wese," “n;:r:ﬂ:;;:

ant 1o record thal when death p
Nathanlel J, Wyeth the previoy- ;gnrm:?eh;g
found kim onice mora a Prosperons ., Ln
even though a century wag 1o pass
same would be widely honored in conn
ihe celebmation of the fort which he
Fort 1lalt en the Oregug Trail,
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