
Navajo Dilce Dynamiting
Brings Federal Explosives
Charge Against Local Men

Charles H. Esplln of Cedar City
and Elie-l Wint.r of Sprlngdale
were ariested Saturday y FBi
Agents and Sher.ffs S. C. Lamb
ot iron County and Antone Prince
of Washigton County. According
to Jay C. Newman, Special Agent
In charge of the FBI, Salt Lake
City, office, the arr.sts were mad
in connection with the dynamitic
of the Navajo Lake Dike on May
25th.

Esplln operat s a ranch at North
Fork, below Navajo Lake, and r-

-sldes in Cedar City. Whiter, 45 hate
be. n employed by Esplin as a ranch
hand.

A federal Con plaint was filed
at Salt Lake City before United
Stat.s CAunmftilunpr Edwafd M.
Garnett Saturday charging toth
men with violating the Federal Ex-
plosives Act. They were held In the
Washlnton county Jail until Mon-
day when they were removed to
Salt Lake City by Deputy United
Stat.s Marshall George Baker for
arraignment.

Esplin. according to Newman, ad-
mitted dynamiting the dam, stating
that the dam deprived him of wat-
er rights as It did not permit the
water to go into the sink holes at
the lower end of the lake, which
contributed a source of supply at
his ranch. Winter admitted hav--
Ing assisted In dynamiting, New-
-man said.

The dirt filled, rock faced dam
with Fed ral Funds, local contri--
was constructed several years ago
buttons and C. C; C. labor. It
was built for the purpose of stor-
ing water in the upper part of the
lake in ord r to maintain a water
level high enough to protect the
fish In the lake during dry s asons.
Considerable controversy had de-
veloped over water rights involved,
but no difinite proof had ever been
?lven as to where the water from
he lake went to after draining Into

the sinks. The State Fish Si Game
Commission made application for
water enough to maintain the lake
nt the level of the spillway In the
dike, and lt had been assumed that
this protrcted the state and gov-

ernments interests In the project.
An attempt was made several

years ago to dynamite the dike,
but who ever made the attempt
was apparently frightened away
Vfore the Job could b? completed.
Holes had been drilled and the dyn-

-lmite was found at the site.,
Considerable damage was done to

the dike this time, and lt has not
n determined as yet whether or

not the dike will be repaired.


